STRABANE UNION. 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 8 June 1848 \—for. 



J- - COPIES “ of the Correspondence between ' the Reverend Bernard 
M'Kcnnci and the Poor Law Commissioners, relative to the A mount of 
his Salary as Chaplain to the Strabane Poorhouse.” 

II.— COPIES “of the Correspondence between the Strabane Board of 
Guardians and the Poor Law Commissioners on the subject of the Salary 
of the Roman-catholic Chaplain.” 


Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
17 June 1848. 


} 


VV. STANLEY, 
Secretary. 


C Lord Claud Hamilton .) 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
5 July 1848. 
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SCHEDULES. 


— I.— 

Copies of the Comiespondekce between the Reverend Bernard M l Kcmia and the Poor I 
Commissioners, relative to the Amount ofhis Salary as Chaplain to the Strabane Poorhoust 

1 . Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. Bernard M'Kenna, offering him the Chap- 

laincy 

2. Letter from Mr. M'Kenna in reply, accepting the Chaplaincy, but asking for an increase 

in the salary - - 

3. Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. Bernard M'Kenna, transmitting copy of 

order, appointing him to be a Chaplain of the Workhouse, at a salary of £.33 per 
annum 

4. Copy of the order ------ - - -- - - - 

6. Letter from the Rev. Bernard M'Kenna, complaining of the non-payment of his salary 

at the rate fixed by the Commissioners 

C. Letter to Mr. M'Kenna in reply 

7. Letter from Mr. M'Kenna relative to the non- payment of his salary - - - 

5. Letter from Mr. M'Kenna on the same subject, and complaining that he is inconve- 

nienced by the non-payment of his salary - -- -- -- - 


Copies of the Correspo.vdexce between the Strabane Board of Guardians and the Poor Law 
Commissioners, on the subject of the Salary of the Roman-catliolic Chaplain. 


Number : 

1 . Letter to the Clerk to the Guardians, requesting information as to the number of inmates 

of each denomination in the workhouse 

2. Letter from Clerk in replj r - -- -- -- -- -- 

3. Return enclosed in foregoing letter, showing the number of inmates of each denomina- 

tion in the workhouse - 

4 . Letter to the Clerk, transmitting copy of order appointing Rev. B. M'Kenna to be a 

chaplain of the workhouse, at a salary of £. 33 per annum - 

5. Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 11th January 184S 

G. Letter to the Board of Guardians thereon 

7 . Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 23th January 1848 

8. Letter to the Board of Guardians thereon 

9 . Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 15th February 1848 ------ 

10. Letter to the Board of Guardians thereon ’ 

11. Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 29th February 1848 

12. Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 4th April 1848 ------- 

13 . Letter to the Board of Guardians thereon - -- -- -- - 

14. Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 25th April 1848 ------ 

15. Letter to the Board of Guardians thereon 

16. Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 16th May 1848 ------ 

17. Letter to the Board of Guardians thereon - -- -- -- - 

18 . Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 23d May 1S4S ------- 

19. Letter to the Board of Guardians thereon 

20. Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 30th May 1848 
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— I. — 

COPIES of the Correspondence between the Reverend Bernard M‘Kemia 
and the Poor Law Commissioners, relative to the Amount of his Salary as 
Chaplain to the Strabane Poorhouse. 


— No. 1.— 

LETTER from the Commissioners to the Rev. Bernard M‘Kemia, offering 
him the Chaplaincy. 

Poor-law Commission Office, 

Sir, Dublin, 7 Dec. 1S47. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, to inform you that they have received a letter from the Rev. W. 
M'Laughlin, tendering his resignation of the office of Roman-catholic chaplain of 
the workhouse of Strabane Union, in consequence of his removal to another 
parish, and stating that you are his successor u.s parish priest of the parish in 
which the workhouse is situate. 

In reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to request that you 
will be so good as to state, whether you, as parish priest of the parish in which 
the workhouse is situate, would wish to be appointed as Roman-catholic chaplain 
of the workhouse, at the same salary as the former chaplain, namely, 30 1. per 
annum. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IV. Stanley , Secretary. 


— No. 2.— 

LETTER from Mr. M'Kenna in reply, accepting the Chaplaincy, but asking for 
an Increase to the Salary. 

Gentlemen, Strabane, 9 December 1 S47. 

I beg leave in the most respectful manner to acknowledge the receipt of your 
correspondence of the 7th instant, directing me to state, if I would wish to be 
appointed to the chaplaincy of Strabane Union Workhouse, at the salary of 30/. 
annually. I beg most respectfully to state in reply, that I readily and gratefully 
accept of the appointment, but beg leave to submit to you, that the increased and 
very arduous duties of the poorhouse oblige me to keep an additional clergyman in 
the parish, and that 30 1 . are not sufficient for his maintenance. The labours and 
duties of the Strabane workhouse are very much increased by reason of a second 
fever hospital, situate a mile nearly distant from the premises of the workhouse, 
which circumstance renders the attendance on the fever patients doubly difficult. 
I therefore earnestly but respectfully request that you will increase the chaplains 
salary. I deserve at least to receive the same remuneration as the chaplain of 
Derry Waterside workhouse, namely, 40 1 . per annum. Soliciting your benevolent 
consideration to the above statement, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Bernard M * l Kenna. 


463- 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 


CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO STRABANE UNION. 


— No. 3.— 


LETTER from the Commissioners to the Rev. Bernard M‘Kenna, transmit- 
ting Copy of Order, appointing him to be Chaplain of the Workhouse, at a 
Salary of 35/. per annum. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Rev. Sir, 6 January 1848. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the. 
Poor in Ireland, to transmit to you the accompanying copy of an order appointing 
you to be a chaplain of the workhouse of the Strabane Union, at a salary of 35/. 
per annum. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) TV. Stanley , Secretary. 


— No. 4. - 


Copy of the Order. 

Strabane Union. (Appointment of Chaplain.) 

TO the Reverend Bernard M‘Kenna, p. p. ; to the Guardians of the Poor of the 
Strabane Union; to the Clerk or Clerks to the Justices of the Petty Sessions, 
held for the Division or Divisions in which the Townlands and Places com- 
prised within the said Union are situated, and to all others whom it may 
concern. 

In pursuance of the provisions of an Act passed in the second year of the reign 
of Her present Majesty, Queen Victoria, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual 
Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland,** and in exercise of the powers by the 
said Act vested in us in this behalf, we, the Commissioners for administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, do hereby appoint the Reverend Bernard 
M'Kenna, being a Roman-catholic clergyman, to be a chaplain of the workhouse 
of the Strabane Union. 

And we do hereby fix the salary of the said chaplain at 35 l. per annum, subject 
to any regulation which may hereafter be made by us in this behalf. 

Sealed with our seal, this 4th day of January, in the year of our Lord 1 848. 

(l. s.) (signed) JET. T. B. Tunsleton. 

(Countersigned.) TV. Stanley, Secretary. 


— No. 5. — 

COPY of a Letter from the Rev. Bernard M l Kenna, complaining of the 
Nonpayment of his Salary, at the Rate fixed by the Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, Ballylaw, Strabane, 8 April 1848. 

I beg leave to acquaint you that I called on the clerk of the Strabane Union for 
my halt year’s salary as chaplain to the Strabane workhouse, due 25th last March,, 
and was offered by him a cheque for 10Z., which I declined accepting, being 
entitled to receive 17/. iOi. as per your sealed order to me, bearing date the 
4th of January last. I will feel much obliged by your taking such steps as you 
may deem necessary for my being paid the sum of 17 l. 10 s. as early as 
convenient. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Bernard MJKenna , R. C. Chaplain. 
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— No. 6. — 

LETTER to the Rev. B. M‘Kenna, in reply. 

Poor-law Commission Office, 

. feir ’ Dublin, 14 April 1848. 

Adverting to your letter of the 8th instant, relative to the amount of salary 
assigned to you as Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse of Strabane Union 
I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, to express their regret that the guardians have declined to pay 
you the amount of salary fixed by the Commissioners’ sealed order, and I am to 
forward for your information the enclosed copy of a letter which the Commissioners See No. 13 in 
have addressed to the Board of Guardians on the subject. Part II. of this 

t, Return, p. 1 0. 

By order of the Commissioners, 

(signed) TV . Stanley , Secretary. 


_ No. 7 . — 

Copy of LETTER from the Rev. B. M'Kenna , relative to the Non-payment 
of his Salary. 

Gentlemen, Strabane, 27 April 184S. 

I beg leave in the most respectful manner to state that I have called upon the 
derk of the Strabane workhouse for my half year’s salary, and I regret to state 
that the guardians have refused to comply with your orders, and I am as yet un- 
paid. Relying on your firmness and generous benevolence, I most respectfully 
request that you will order the guardians to pay me forthwith, and to cease offering 
any further opposition. 0 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Bernard M‘Kenna. 


— No. 8. — 

LETTER from the Rev. B. 11 ‘Kemia, relative to the Non-payment of his Salary, 
and stating he is inconvenienced thereby. " 

Gentlemen, Ballylaw, Strabane, 19 May 1848 

1 regret very much that I am under the necessity of troubling you ao- a in. After 
allowing the Board reasonable time to consider the matter, I this day called on the 
clerk, who told me there was no payment ordered, and I understand the Board 
have petitioned Parliament to withdraw from you the power of fixing the salaries 
of the officers, and to be transferred to them, and that they intend resisting the 
payment of the increased salary ordered by you, under date of the 4th January 
last, to me as Roman-cathclic chaplain. As the other officers have been paid and 
as I have performed my duty, and feel an inconvenience for the want of my salary 
I should feel much obliged by an early payment of the amount, 17 l. 105., for 
halt year ending 25th March. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Bernard M'Kenna , 

R. C. Chaplain of the Strabane Pinion Workhouse. 
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— II.— 

COPIES of the Correspondence between the Strabane Board of Guardians and 
the Poor Law' Commissioners, on the subject of the Salary of the Roman- 
catholic Chaplain. 


— No. 1. — 

LETTER to the Clerk to the Guardians, requesting- Information as to the Num- 
ber of Inmates of each Denomination in the Workhouse. 

Poor-law' Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 20 December 1S47. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Law's for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland to request that you will be so good as to inform them ot the num- 
ber of lloman-catholics, Presbyterians, and members of the Established Church 
respectively amongst the inmates of the workhouse of Strabane Union. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) TV. Stanley, Secretary. 


— No. 2.— 

LETTER from the Clerk in reply. 

Strabane Workhouse Board-room, 
Gentlemen, 23 December 1847. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, No. 
41512/47, requesting to be informed of the number of Roman-catholics, Presby- 
terians, and members of the Established Church, at present inmates of Strabane 
Union workhouse. 

And in reply thereto I beg to refer to the accompanying Return. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) David M. Mcnamin, 

Clerk of the Union, Strabane. 


— No. 3 . — 


RETURN enclosed inforegoing Letter, showing the Number of Roman-catholics, 
Presbyterians, and members of the Established Church, Inmates of Strabane 
Union Workhouse on 21st December 1S47. 


Roman Catholics. 

Presbyterians. 

Members of the 
Established Church. 

Total. 

334 

126 

151 

311 


David iJ I. Menamin, 

Board-room, 23 December 1847. Clerk to the Guardians. 


— No. 4. — 

LETTER to the Clerk forwarding Copy of Order appointing Mr. M'Kenna at a 
Salary of 35 l. per Annum. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 6 January 1848. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
^Part' I of this Cr tlie ^ >00r * n I re ' auc *5 t0 transmit to you the accompanying copy of an order 
Return, No. 4, P- 4 - appointing 
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appointing the Rev. Bernard M'Kenna to be a chaplain of the workhouse of Stra- 
bane Union, at a salary of 35 l. per annum. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) TV. Stanley, Secretary. 


— No. 5. — 

EXTRACT from Guardians’ Minutes of nth January 1848. 

Present : — in the chair, Benjamin G. Humfrey, esq. ; other Guardians, 
Messrs. John Dunn, William M‘Crea, Robert Alexander, Francis O’Neill, 
Samuel Hood, James R.Auchinleck, James Cunningham, Charles Watson, 
Alexander White, John Holmes, esq., William Fenwick, esq., William 
Sinclair, esq. 

Resolved, That the appointment of the Rev. Bernard M'Kenna to be visiting chap- 
lain to the poorhouse, at a salary of 35 1 . per annum, affords to that gentleman a 
higher remuneration for his services than was paid to his predecessor, while the 
visiting book indicates in no degree whatever any more duties performed by the 
Roman-catholic clergyman than by the ministers of the Established and Pres- 
byterian Churches. Under these circumstances the Board respectfully but earnestly 
protest against any increase of salary to the clergymen just appointed, beyond 
the 30 1. annually hitherto paid. 


— No. 6. — 

LETTER to the Board of Guardians thereon. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 17 January 1 848. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had before them the Resolution of the Board of Guardians of 
Strabane Union on the 11th instant, in which they object to the payment of 
35 1 . per annum to the Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse j and in 
reference thereto I am directed by the Commissioners to state that they fixed the 
salary at 35 /. after giving much consideration to an application which had been 
made to them by the Roman-catholic chaplain on the subject. The Commissioners 
find that there are not less than 511 Roman Catholics in the workhouse, and they 
cannot but think that a salary, under such circumstances, of 35 l. per annum is 
by no means excessive for the Roman-catholic chaplain. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) TV. Stanley, Secretary. 


— No. 7 .— 

EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at 
a Meeting held on Tuesday, the 25th day of January 1 848. 

Present : — In the chair, James R. Auchinleck, esq. ; other Guardians, Messrs, 
Robert Smyly, Robert Alexander, F. O’Neill, W. M'Crea, Samuel Hood, 
James Wilson, James Cunningham, John Dunn, William M'Crea, John 
Holmes, esq., William Fenwick, esq., William Sinclair, esq. 

Resolved, That the Board of Guardians again respectfully protest against the 
increase of salai-y of the Roman-catholic chaplain. It may have been the fact 
that there were 511 Roman Catholics in the house at the time of the Roman- 
catholic chaplaiu preferring his request to the Commissioners, but the Board do 
not at all enter into the conclusion that this great excess of Roman Catholics 
at this particular time should afford sufficient ground for permanently raising the 
salary of that gentleman above that of the other chaplains. 

The salaries of our chaplains were fixed upon the same scale as that regulating 
the salaries of -the chaplains in the gaol of the county of Donegal, and the 
guardians have had no complaint of insufficient salary from any of them ; nor do 
the guardians think that at this present season of extraordinary expenditure, diffi- 
culties, and distress, they would have entertained an application for increase had 
it been preferred. 
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— No. 8. — 

LETTER to the Board of Guardians thereon. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 5 February 1848. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have had under consideration the resolution contained in Minutes of 
Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Strabane Union on the 2.5th ult., in 
which the guardians again protest against the increase of salary to the Roman- 
catholic chaplain, and state that the salaries of the chaplains of the workhouse 
were fixed upon the same scale as that regulating the salaries of the chaplains of 
the gaol of the county Donegal. 

In reference thereto I am directed to state, that the Commissioners much regret 
to differ in opinion on this question from the Strabane Board of Guardians. The 
Commissioners, although not aware of the precise salaries given in the county gaol 
of Donegal, were fully cognizant of the general principle adopted there on this 
head. They had, however, carefully considered the subject, and deemed it, on 
the whole, unadvisable that the principle pursued in gaols should be acted on in 
union workhouses. 

The Commissioners are aware that different views may be entertained on this 
question, but they have thought it right to act in Strabane Union on the principle 
which a ppears to them the most equitable. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 


— No. 9. — 


EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a 
Meeting held on Tuesday, the 15th day of February 1S48. 

Present: — In the chair, B. G. Humfrey, esq.; other Guardians, Messrs. 
Robert Smyly, William M'Crea, Robert Alexander, F. O’Neill, James 
Craig, William M*Crea, James Wilson, Andrew Stewart, James Cunning- 
ham, Charles Watson, and John Holmes, esq., William Fenwick, esq., 
Andrew F. Knox, esq. 

Resolved, That while it is most disagreeable to the members of this Board to 
have even the appearance of resisting an order of the Commissioners, it is impos- 
sible to submit to the decision made in favour of an increase of salary to the 
Roman-catholic chaplain, without again making protest against it. 

The guardians of the Strabane Union feel that the diligence with which they 
discharge their very laborious duties entitle them to the utmost attention and 
respect of the Commissioners, and that while they adhere with such care to the 
laws for the management of the workhouse, and the due administration of relief 
to the poor, a decision which they have most advisedly come to, should not be over- 
ruled but upon some most urgent occasion. 

The guardians are always ready to bow to the authority of the Commissioners 
when their acts are shown to be illegal or irregular, or their opinions wrong, but 
they claim for themselves, in the conscientious discharge of their duty, when their 
local knowledge, as in the present instance, affords better means of judging than 
the Commissioners can have, an exemption from any arbitrary decision which is to 
set their deliberation at nought ; and therefore in this salary now awarded to the 
Roman-catholic chaplain, the Board persist in their demand that the Commis- 
sioners will not raise the amount, as such increase of salary is not justified by 
circumstances. 

The duties appear to be performed by the chaplains in a pretty equal degree. 
Certainly with no such inequality as to raise one above the other. If a distinc- 
tion is to be made, it would appear that the Roman-catholic chaplain has not him- 
self visited the house for these 10 weeks; but the Board lay no stress upon this. 
The duty is performed ; but the distinction between the Roman-catholic chaplain 
and the other chaplains, the guardians protest against as invidious and uncalled 
for. 
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— No. io.— 


LETTER to the Board of Guardians thereon. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 28 February 1 848. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have had before them the resolution of the Board of Guardians of Stra- 
bane Union, in which they protest against the increase of the salary of the Roman- 
catholic chaplain of the workhouse ; and in reference thereto I am directed by 
the Commissioners to state that they can only again express their regret at differ- 
ing from the opinions expressed by the Strabane Board of Guardians. 

The Commissioners have adopted the principle which, on a full consideration 
of the circumstances, appears to them most equitable, and they feel bound to act 
upon their own views on the subject, especially as the Legislature has expressly 
vested in the Commissioners the appointment of chaplains of workhouses, and 
the fixing the amount of their salaries. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) TV. Stanley , Secretary. 


— No. 11. — 

EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a Meeting 
held on Tuesday, the 29th day of February 1848. 

Present:— In the chair, B. G. Humfrey, esq.; other Guardians, Messrs. 
Robert Smyly, John Dunn, William M'Crea, Robert Alexander, Francis 
O’Neill, William M'Crea, Samuel Hood, James Wilson, James R. Auch- 
inleck, Andrew Stewart, George Lowry, Alexander White, John M'Beth, 
George Knox, John Holmes, esq., A. J. Knox, esq., William Sinclair, 
esq. 

The Commissioners’ letter of the 28th instant, in reference to an increase of 
salary to the Roman-catholic chaplain, having been read, 

Resolved, That the Board adhere to their recorded votes and correspondence 
on the subject. 


— No. 12.— 

EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a 
Meeting held on Tuesday, the 4th day of April 1 848. 

Present : — In the chair, B. G. Ilumfrey, esq. ; 22 members ; other Guar- 
dians, Messrs. John M'Farland, Robert Smyly, John Dunn, William 
M‘Crea, Robert Alexander, F. O’Neill, Samuel Hood, James R. Auchin- 
leck, Thomas Baird, Waller Jones, John Buchanan, Samuel Ramsay, 
Samuel Kerr, H. A. Lowry, John M'Beth, George Knox, John Holmes, esq., 
William Fenwick, esq., A. F. Knox, esq., William Sinclair, esq., William 
Ogilvy, esq. 

Resolved, That the usual salary of 15 1 . be paid the Roman-catholic chaplain 
for the last half year’s salary, and not 16/. 5 s. as entered upon the clerk’s 
account. 

Proposed by A. F. Knox, esq., seconded by Mr. Auchinleck. 

Carried by 19 votes to 3. 

Amendment, moved by Mr. Smyly and seconded by Mr. O’Neill, that the 
salary of the Roman-catholic chaplain beat the rate of 35 1 . per annum, as per 
order of Poor-law Commissioners, dated 4th January 1848. 

(signed) Robert Smyly. 

The amendment was negatived by a majority of 19 votes to 3. 
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— No. 13. — 

LETTER to the Board of Guardians in reply. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 14 April 1848. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
have had before them the resolution of the Board of Guardians of Strabane Union 
on the 4th instant, in which they direct that the salary be paid to the Roman- 
catholic chaplain of the workhouse, at the rate of 30/. per annum, instead of 35/. 
as tixed by the Commissioners* order. 

In reference thereto I am directed by the Commissioners to point out to the 
guardians that the Commissioners are empowered by the 48th section of the Irish 
Poor Relief Act, “ to fix and from time to time regulate,” the salaries of work- 
house chaplains ; and I am to express the regret of the Commissioners that the 
guardians should dissent from the salary as fixed by the order; but the Commis- 
sioners hope that on reconsideration the guardians will not adhere to their resolu- 
tion, and that they will not force the Commissioners to the unpleasant alternative 
of taking legal proceedings against the Board of Guardians, an alternative which 
the Commissioners are most anxious to avoid, and the costs of which could not 
be defrayed out of the rates. 

By order, & c. 

(signed) JV. Stanley, Secretary. 


— No. 14. — 

EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a 
Meeting held on Tuesday, the 25th day of April 1S48. 

Present : — In the chair, B. G. Humfrey, esq. ; 1 9 members ; other Guardians, 
Robert Smyly, John Dunn, William M'Crea, Robert Alexander, Francis 
O’Neil], James Craig, William M £ Crea, Samuel Hood, James IL Auchin- 
leck, Thomas Baird, Walter Jones, John Buchanan, Samuel Ramsay, 
Samuel Kerr, John Holmes, esq., William Fenwick, esq., William Sinclair. 

On considering the Poor-law Commissioners’ letter of the 14th instant, 
No. 1S674/4S, relative to the payment of an increase of salary to the Roman- 
catholic chaplain, it was proposed by Captain Fenwick, and seconded by John 
Holmes, esq.: 

“ That the letter of the Poor-law Commissioners, requiring the Board, under 
threat of legal proceedings, to pass the bill for an increase of salary to the Roman- 
catholic chaplain, be replied, to by the chairman, stating that the Board are aware 
of the powers of the law to compel the guardians to give the additional salary 
ordered by the Commissioners ; but praying, in case the Commissioners persist in 
adopting a course of coercion, to resign their office of guardians.” 

To which the following amendment was proposed by William Sinclair, esq., and 
seconded by Samuel Ramsay, esq. : 

“ That this Board finding themselves coerced by law, either to resign their 
situation or to sanction an increase to the salary of the Roman-catholic chaplain, 
which they think uncalled for and injudicious, think it more expedient to submit 
to the orders of the Commissioners than to throw the union at the mercy of paid 
guardians; at the same time it is resolved that a full statement of the arbitrary 
and tyrannical conduct pursued towards this Board by the Commissioners, be drawn 
up and forwarded to Lord C, Hamilton, the Hon. H. Curry, Colonel Conolly, Sir 
E. S. Hayes, and Sir R. Ferguson, with a request that they will call the attention 
of the Imperial Parliament to the use which the Commissioners make of the 
powers vested in them.” 

On the question being put, the votes were equal for the amendment and the 
original motion (eight each), therefore no decision of the Board was come to. 
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— No. 15 . — 

LETTER to the Board of Guardians thereon. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 2 May 1 848. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians of Strabane Union, on the 25th ultimo, on which the guardians’ pro- 
ceedings, in regard to the salary of the Roman-catholic chaplain of the work- 
house are recorded, and in reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners 
to request that the Board of Guardians will be so good as to reconsider the 
subject, and to pay the salary as fixed by the Commissioners. 

As the duty of regulating, from time to time, the salaries of chaplains of work- 
houses has been imposed on the Commissioners exclusively, they deem them- 
selves bound to act upon their own views in this matter, however much they may 
regret that those views do not coincide with the wishes of the Board of Guar- 
dians. 

The Commissioners trust that the guardians will not hesitate any longer to 
obey the law in this matter, and will spare the Commissioners the unpleasant 
alternative pointed out in the Commissioners’ letter of the 14th ultimo. 

By order of the Commissioners, 

(signed) JV. Stanley, Secretary, 


— No. 16 . — 

EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a Meeting 
held on Tuesday, the 16th day of May 1848. 

Present: — In the chair, B. G. Humfrey, esq.; 23 members; other Guar- 
dians, John M‘Farland, Robert Srayly, John Dunn, William M'Crea, 
Robert Alexander, Francis O’Neill, James Craig, William M'Crea, Samuel 
Hood, James R. Auchinleck, Thomas Baird, Walter Jones, John Buchanan, 
Samuel Ramsay, Samuel Kerr, Henry A. Lowry, Henry S. Hamilton, 
John M‘Beth, John Holmes, esq., William Fenwick, esq., A. F. Knox, 
esq., William Sinclair, esq. 

On considering the Poor-law Commissioners’ letter of the 2d May, No. 23563, 
184S, relative to an increase of salary to the Roman-catholic chaplain, in which 
they intimate their intention of enforcing their order by threatening legal pro- 
ceedings against the Board of Guardians, and making the members of the Board 
individually responsible for such law costs, it was resolved, that the following 
petition to the Legislature be adopted by the Board, and forwarded to the Mar- 
quis of Abercorn, for presentation to the House of Lords, and to the Chairman 
of the Board, Lord Claud Hamilton, to submit to the House of Commons : — 

We, the undersigned guardians of the Poor-law Union of Strabane, labouring 
under a deep sense of injury done to this union by an order of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, and knowing that similar feelings have been excited in other 
unions in this country, arising from the arbitrary and injudicious exercise of the 
powers vested in them by law, of increasing or diminishing the salaries of 
chaplains or other officers of the workhouses in Ireland, without reference to the 
will or wishes of the guardians of the union, pray your Honourable House that 
such power may be either wholly withdrawn or modified in such wise as shall 
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afford to Boards of Guardians a protection against any undue exercise being made 
of it. 

And your Petitioners shall ever pray. 

(signed) Benjamin G. Humfrey, Chairman. 

William Fenwick, j.p. 

A. J. Knox, j.p., High Sheriff, 

County Tyrone. 

W. Sinclair, j.p. 

John Holmes, j.p. 

Samuel Kerr. 

Samuel Ramsay. 

Janies Craig. 

Robert Alexander. 

Wm. M‘Crea. 

Resolved, That the representatives of the counties of Tyrone, Donegal, and 
the city of Londonderry, be requested to give their support to the prayer ot it ; 
and that for the better elucidating the matter, copies of the correspondence 
between the Poor Law Commissioners and the Board of Guardians of the 
Strabane Union, on the subject of increase to the salary of the Roman-catholic 
chaplain, be called for, together with the correspondence between the Commission- 
ers and the Roman-catholic chaplain. 


John M‘Beth. 

Thomas Baird. 

Samuel Hood. 

Henry S. Hamilton. 
John M £ Farland. 

John Buchanan. 
Henry A. Lowry. 
Walter Jones. 

James R. Auchinleck. 
John Dunn. 


— No. 17. — 

LETTER to the Board of Guardians thereon. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g- jr 20 May 1848. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ire- 
land, have had before them the minutes of proceedings of the Board ot Guar- 
dians of Strabane Union on the 1 6th instant, and they regret to observe that the 
euardians have not rescinded their resolution of the 4th ultimo, Kitusing to pay the 
salary of the Roman-catholic chaplain at the rate fixed by the Commissioners. 

The Commissioners feel that they have now no alternative consistent with their 
public duty, but to adopt such legal proceedings as they have been advised may be 
taken for the enforcement of their order, and they have accordingly placed the 
matter in the hands of their solicitors, Messrs. Geale & Dwyer. 

By order of the Commissioners, 

(signed) TV. Stanley, Secretary. 


— No. 18.— 

MINUTES of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a Meeting held on 
Tuesday, the 23d day of May 1848. 

Present:— In the chair, B. G. Humfrey, esq.; other Guardians, Messrs. 
John M'Farland, Robert Smyly, John Dunn, 'William M'Crea, Robert 
Alexander, Francis O'Neill, James Craig, William M'Crea, James Quin, 
Samuel Hood, David Watson, James R. Auchinleck, Thomas Baird, James 
Cunningham, Walter Jones, John Buchanan, Samuel Kerr, H. A. Lowry, 
H. S. Hamilton, John M’Beth, George Knox, John Holmes, esq., William 
Fenwick, esq., A. J. Knox, esq., William Sinclair, esq. 

The Board having taken into consideration the Commissioners' letter of the 
20th instant, No. 27710, and their solicitors’ letter of the 22d instant both 
relative to the payment of an increase of salary to the Roman-catholic chaplain, 

It was proposed by W. Sinclair, esq., and seconded by Walter Jones, esq. : _ 
That the Board instruct a solicitor to employ counsel to oppose the application 
of the Commissioners for a mandamus to compel the Board to pay an increased 
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salary to the Roman-catholic chaplain, with a view to bringing the treatment 
which the Board had received at the hands of the Commissioners before the 
public. 

To which the following amendment was proposed by Captain Fenwick, and 
seconded by John Holmes, esq. : 

“ That the Board take no notice of the letter of the Commissioners, or that of 
their solicitors above alluded to, but that the further correspondence should be 
forwarded to Lord Claud Hamilton with the other documents.” 

On the question being put, the original motion was carried and the amendment 
negatived. 


— No. 19 .— 


LETTER to the Board of Guardians thereon. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 31 May 1848. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
have had under consideration the resolution contained in minutes of proceedings 
of the Board of Guardians of Strabane Union, on the 23d instant, to instruct a 
solicitor to employ counsel to oppose the application of the Commissioners for 
a mandamus to compel payment of the increased salary to the Roman-catholic 
chaplain ; and in reference thereto I am directed to state that the Commissioners 
deem it their duty again distinctly to warn the Board of Guardians that the costs 
of these proceedings cannot be legally defrayed from the poor-rates. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 


— No. 20. — 

EXTRACT from Guardians’ Minutes of 30 May 1848. 

Present : In the chair, B. G. Humfrey, esq. ; other Guardians, John M‘Far- 

land, F. O’Neill, James Quinn, James R. Auchinleck, Thomas Baird, 
James Cunningham, Walter Jones, John Buchanan, Samuel Kerr, John 
Holmes, esq., William Fenwick, esq., A. J. Knox, esq., William Sinclair, 
esq. 

On reading the minutes of last day’s meeting, it was found that the resolution 
relative to the employment of counsel to oppose the application of the Poor-law 
Commissioners for a mandamus against the guardians, relative to the increase of 
salary to the Roman-catholic chaplain, was in error ; 

The amendment having been carried, namely, “ that no notice of the Commis- 
sioners’ letter, or that of their solicitors, be taken, but that the further cor- 
respondence be furnished to Lord Claud Hamilton and the original motion 
negatived . 
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